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As wo colcbrate, we see that Pope John Paul 1T still has much
1o teach us about how 1o live our vocations in the light of God’s
truth and love. When we review the writings of Pope John Paul 11,
as Pope and as Archbishop Karol Wojtyla, we sce that 1o him,
vocation had much 1o do with men and women’s “nced ol loving
and being Toved,” or with the heart and our human drive for com-
munion. [lis is a message of hope [or the Church and for the
human community, a hope that is based on his perspectives about
the human person, and the impact that the 1ile ol God can have in
interaction with our humanity. 11is is a voice that proclaims the
real time possibility that our deepest human desires can be orient-
cd towards goodness and be energizing of our mutual service 10
onc another. Rather than 1o usc others as a means [or our own
ends, he sces that we can learn Lo recognize our thoughts, [eclings
and desires and allow grace 10 expand them so we can radiale
God’s presence and warmth 1o others in authentic and holy rela-
tionships.

By living lilc as a vocation according 1o Pope John Paul 1T, we
don’t have to drop kick the inclinations of what many considered
aspects ol our lower human nature, but can activale our human
ability 1o love by drawing all our [acultics into a synthesis with
grace. In this way we can live deeply authentic human lives and
begin 1o renew the Church and the World. While volumes can be
writien about these themes, we will lake a bricl, yet inspiring look
at what Pope John Paul 1T said about the human heart and our
capacily 1o radiate God’s love to cach other through recciving and
living our complementary vocations [ully.

WVocation, then, according to Pope John Paul T1, is a matter ol

Tove as “love is the [ullest realization of the possibilitics inherent
in man... and the greatest possible [ullness of being. Love per-
[eets the lile and enlarges the existence of the person.™ Through

Tove, we can cach contribute to the salvation and redemption ol

cach other by living [ully from our own humanity in particular
contexts within the Kingdom, whether in ordained ministry, in
marriage, religious communitics or in single life. Te speaks of the
mutual encouragement and augmentation or the complementarity
that exists between the ordained/religious and the laity that is
somewhat analogous Lo the energizing attractions that olien exist

between males and [emales. This complementarity that is part o
loving is a dynamic that [orms community between the states ol

life that can motivale cach ol us 1o move boyond oursclves, 1o
cembrace the demands that loving service calls [or.

A lay man shared with me recently that when he returned to the
Catholic [aith as an adult, he really started taking his lilc in the
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world and his marriage scriously, as a call 1o real holiness, alter
he observed the young associale pastor’s total commitment o
the members ol the RCIA process. 1o oxclaimed, “It was as il'T
was really part ol his [amily. I really [elt like he cared [or me. [e
is my conlessor now.” Likewisc, a pastor ol a large urban parish
commented 10 me how cnergizing it was [or him 1o sce [aith in
action in this onc [amily. [Ie commented, “They had me over [or
a simplc meal onc Friday during Lent and at the end ol it invit-
ed me 1o join them in their family praycr. Each of their three kids
prayed extemporancously and scemed 10 have a real relationship
with Jesus. And, they werereally Catholic. They really energized
in my pricsthood [or T could see the impact that the Church had
[or them. T saw the power of relationships with their presence.”™
Both cxamples show us that we can learn [rom onc another and
develop our “shadow sides™ by the loving witness of the other
complementary states.

To our late PontilT, vocation was “a mysiery thal man accepls
and lives in the depths ol his being™ and part of the “sacred
mystery ol man, of woman™ and the draw 10 love. Voeation in
this light, like love, is something dynamic that we engage our-
sclves in living and not “something readymade, something mere-
Iy given 1o man. Tt is always a task ... which is always only
becoming and depends on our contribution and commitment.™
Vocations, like love, make demands on us that we become capa-
ble ol accepting with love by learning to be sell sacrificing.
When we engage our ability 10 choose or our will, the demands
of our complementary vocations can sirelch us wards the good
and help us mature 1o reach our human potential in response 10
grace. Like loving, living a vocation draws us 1o develop virtu-
ous habits and calls more and morc ol our human abilitics and
desires into a synthesis in loving in our state of lile. We may
know intuitively that our Christian lile and our vocation is a call
1o love and extend ourselves in gencerosity but we may not have
considered how our human heart and God’s living presence
interact 1o [acilitate this. In this light, we can sce that our human
cores or hearts have a sacred potential and beauty inresponse 1o
grace that we may have never considered.

‘We sce this sense of the beauty and tacil capacity ol the
human heart deseribed in Karol Wojtyla’s poctry that he wrote in
1944 as a young scminarian at the underground seminary in
Krakow, Poland. In Shores of Sifence, he cloquently paints a pic-
ture of the transparency that our hearls can contain when thoy
receive the light of grace with the words, “Look into yourscl[t
here is your Friend, a single spark, you Luminosity itscll.
Encompassing this spark within yourscll" you sce no more, no
longer [cel by what Love you are ecmbraced.™ By looking into
ourselves, as Karol suggests, we become able to recognize the
Lord’s presence with us and his “voice ringing out deep down in





